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OU may think that I am come this 
* * day, to read you a catalogue of the 
* 


fins of the nation; I rather wiſh I 


could draw an impenetrable vail over them, 


or had it in my power to bury them in ever- 
laſting oblivion. If complaints could avail, 
mine eyes ſhould be as a fountain of tears ; 
if they could rectify the diſorders, or relieve 
the miſeries of my fellow-creatures, I would 
not ceaſe myſelf, I would not refrain from ex- 
horting you, my chriſtian Brethren, to com- 
plain. But does not the diſeaſe require ſome- 
thing of a different application ? Befides, I 
flatter myſelf with the hope that, as a people, 
we have not of late gone from bad to worſe, 
but, on the contrary, that by the viſible ex- 
tinction of a party ſpirit, by unanimity, con- 
cord, charity, and a general ſubmiſſion to the 
ruling power ; a better diſpoſition now prevails 
in the nation ; and that there is at leaſt more 
virtue, if not more religion, which I conſider 
as a good omen of our future proſperity. 
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I congratulate my Countrymen upon this 
change; and I heartily pray, that it may pro- 
duce the greateſt poſſible felicity, even the 
eſtabliſhment and proſperity of the throne, 
the eaſe and welfare of the people, through 
many, through innumerable ſucceeding years. 
But if the fins of the nation are not now a 
principal ſubject of diſcourſe, to what other 
ſhall we direct our preſent regards? There is 
one object too important and intereſting to be 
paſſed over in filence ; an object to which the 
cycs of cvery true Briton, of every Proteſtant, 
of every Man that deſerves the name, are fixed 
with an almoſt immovecable attention; it is 
the warmeſt wiſh of every feeling heart, the 
ſweeteſt theme of every rational tongue: Tt 
is, I was going to ſay, the Panacea, or uni- 
verſal medicine, the balm for every wound; 
the fountain of pleaſure, of life. And what 
18 it? In one word; frac. 


The 


L 5] 
The words therefore that I would at this 


time recommend to your moſt ſerious attention, 
are contained in the Prophecy of 


I! E R. xxix. 7. 
And ſeek the peace of the city, whither T have 


cauſed you to be carried away captives, and 
pray unto the Lord for it : for in the peace 
thereof ſhall ye have peace. 


In diſcourfing upon the words, I ſhall 


I. Conſider the grand object to which at this 
time we ſhould direct our affectionate 
regards. 


IT. Our duty in reſpect to it ; or how we 
are to expreſs our concern for the return 


of peace. 


III. Some reaſons and arguments to recom- 
mend and enforce the ſubject of this di- 
vine meſſage; or upon what counts 
we ſhould ſeek peace, and 7-'v unto the 
Lord for it. In preſccuti is head, 


I ſhall recommend to you +. religious 


improvement of the whole. 


I 
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I. I am to conſider the grand object to 
which we ſhould now direct our affectionate 
regards; and that is peace: A word in Scrip- 
ture that has a very rich and extenſive ſigni- 
fica· ion; it includes univerſal happineſs. Thus 
in the Apoſtle's ſalutation, Rom. i. 7. Grace 
70 you, and peace from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chrifft. Peace then is another 
name for welfare, the trueſt and greateſt proſ- 
perity. There 1s an internal and an external 
peace. There is ſuch a thing as peace of 
mind, or conſcience; a ſerenity and joy that 
poſſeſs the foul ; which though inviſible, may 
juſtly be compared to the tranſporting charms 
of a Summer's evening ; when all the melo- 
dious tribes pour forth their voices in univer- 
ſal harmony; and there is not the ruſtling of 
a leaf, fave what is produced by the mild and 
gentle breezes, that fan the air, and render 
the ſcene inexpreſſibly delightful. So this 
peace within, is a peace that paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. 

What think ye of a peace with God? a 
peace founded upon his covenant-friendſhip, 
upon his love in Chriſt; a peace firm as a rock, 
amidſt all the rage and tumults of the World; 
2 peace that bids defiance to death itſelf ; a 
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peace that is immutable, like its glorious Author 
and Object, that is eternal, that enters into the 
heavens, that is nearly allied to thoſe pleaſures 
that dwell for evermore at God's right hand? 
That this peace is indeed of infinite import- 
ance, you cannot poſſibly diſpute: that it is to 
be ſought in the firſt place and with the greateſt ; 
ſolicitude, is as evident, as that the ſoul is to 1 
be preferred to the body ; or that the felicities 
and glories of the heavenly world exceed all 
the preſent delights of the children of men. 
But this is not our ſubject, not fo ſuitable to 
the preſent occaſion, nor the deſign and import 
of the words of the text. 
The Prophet is ſpeaking of an external peace; 
\ ſeek the peace of the City, and prey unto the 
Lord for it : for in the peace thereof ye ſhall 
have peace. Here I cannot forbear inter- 
rupting the thread of my diſcourſe by a remark 
which the words ſuggeſt to me upon the revo- 
lutions of the great empires and kingdoms of 
this world, compared with the infinitely wiſe 
and indulgent Providence of God. There is | 
a time when the daughters of Sion embrace the | 
dunghill, and fit deſolate in the ſtreets, Lam. iv. | 
5. And at the fame time the voice of Babylon 
is, 1 fit as Queen, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow, 1a, 
” vu All 
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All is out of Order here. But if we ſtay a 
while we ſhall ſee Sion and Babylon appointed 
to change ſeats, by the great Maſter of the 
world; To Sion he ſays, Ariſe, ſhine, Ifa. 
lx. 1. To Babylon, Come down daughter of 
Babylon, and fit in the duſt, Iſa xlvii. 1. Ac- 
cordingly there was a time when it was lawful 
and right to pray for the downfall of Babylon, 
as the great enemy of the people of God. 
Pſa. cxxxvii. 8, 9. Jer. li. 35. Upon which 
not only they, but the whole world ſhould re- 
Joice, Iſa. xiv. 4. But at another time, and 
upon a different occaſion, they are commanded 
to pray for her peace. When the great Deli- 
verance was at a diſtance, and the pious cap- 
tive Iſraelites had no other proſpect of relief, 
than what aroſe from the peace of the City in 
which they dwelt ; when their own proſperity 
or ruin were involved in the happineſs or de- 
ſtruction of Babylon, then they are charged 
with this meſlage to pray for its welfare; God 
himſelf puts words into their mouth, and gives 
them encouragement ; for in the peace thereof 
ye ſpall have peace, And I doubt not but theſe 
words contain an important inſtruction of Pro- 
vidence to mankind in general, and agree with 
the common courſe of his diſpenſations, as 
exerciſed 
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exerciſed to other nations and kingdoms of the 
world. 

There is a wicked kingdom, a more wicked 
city, and that city it may be is the metropolis. 
Why does not God ſmite, why does he ſpare 
ſo long, why does he repeat his favours, and 
beſtow great unnumber'd bleſſings, year after 
year? He will not deſtroy the righteous with 
the wicked: There is a remnant of true Iſrae- 
lites, a righteous few ; a Moſes, a Daniel, a 
Job, an interceding Abraham ; and for their 
ſake, to ſpeak in the accommodated 
of Scripture, be repents himſelf of the evil, he 
otherwiſe intended to inflict upon a ſinful peo- 
ple, and indulges them with the prolonged 
ſmiles of mercy. The whole nation is not 
only reprieved from deſtruction, but favoured 
with peace, and exalted to proſperity, for the 
ſake of the few righteous and praying ſouls 
that dwell therein.—But when may a city or 
kingdom be faid to enjoy peace ? the reply 
is obvious. When good laws are regu- 
larly adminiſtered, and faithfully executed, 
through the ſeveral orders of mankind. 
When far from invading each other's pro- 
perties, or uſurping that dominion which no 
one man has the leaſt right to over another ; 

B when 
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when far from clamour, wrath, and bitter 
contentions, men live together in all the bonds 
of chriſtian brotherly affection, and cement 
the happineſs of ſociety by every kind office, 
and the moſt extenſive charity, When equally 
free from inteſtine commotions, and from ene- 
mies without, every one fits under his own vine 
and fig-tree, and there is no one to make bim 
afraid, When the Lord of Hoſt reigns as well 
among the inhabitants of the earth, as in the 
armies of heaven ; when the ſcepter of Chriſt 
is generally adored, his kingdom erected in 
the human heart, ſoothing and quieting every 
turbulent paſlion, captivating every rebellious 
thought, and regulating the whole tenour of 
converſation. Having conſidered the object, I 
proceed, 

II. To conſider our duty in reſpect to it; or 
how we are to expreſs our affectionate concern 
for the return of peace, There are two things 
mentioned in the text, which I ſhall briefly 
illuſtrate a d recommend. 

1. We thould ſeek the peace of the city; 
let me dd the peace of the good land in which 
we dwell, the peace of the whole world. But 
this objection immediately preſents itſelf to my 
mind: I may pothibly do ſomething that ſhall 

avail, 
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avail, for the peace of that little ſpot in which 
I am circumſcribed ; but little or nothing for 
the national community, much leſs for the 
world in general: And yet the argument has 
an irrefiſtible force as it ſtands in the text. 


For if it was the duty of the Iſraelites to ſeek 


and pray for the peace of Babylon, the city 
into which they had been carried captives by 
a cruel enemy ; how much more is it our 
duty to ſeek and pray for the peace of our dear 
country, the peace of our friends, the peace 


of all mankind? And if you will be pleaſed 


diligently to accompany me, in what I have 
further to offer upon the ſubject, (in the mean 


' while attending to this obvious conſideration, 


that all the largeſt ſocieties of men are made 
up of individuals,) you will ſoon perceive that 
you may do great things towards re-eſtabliſh- 

ing this defirable bleſſing upon the earth. 
Where is the man, however mean and in- 
conſiderable, that may not avoid the fins which 
diſturb, and practice the duties which promote 
peace? And thus we ſeek peace, when we de- 
clare war againſt fin, and are deeply concerned, 
by the affiſtance of divine grace, to mortify 
our corruptions, to ſlay the enmity of carnal 
affection, and to root out of the ſoul all thoſe 
B 2 evil 
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evil luſts and paſſions, which are the diſgrace 
of human nature, and the fruitful ſource of 
innumerable calamities in the world. From 
whence, ſays the Apoſtle, Jam. iv. 1. came wars 
and fightings among you ? Come they not hence, 
even of your luſts, that war in your members ? 
War has been deemed a myſterious providence; 
How is it ſo, when its original is ſo cafily tra- 
ced, or univerſally known ? Sin puts a cup of 
fury into the hands of Princes ; Sin gives the 
ſword to wound and flay its thouſands, its 
millions ; Sin ſpreads the horrid carnage, and 
even ſwells rivers with blood]; it overturns fen- 
ced cities, and depopulates rich and powerful 
kingdoms. I know not of any truths that are 
more awful, but then I know not of any that 
are more evident. Virtue and peace are inſe- 
perably united : Could we ſuppoſe that man- 
kind would reſt ſatisfied with the good portion 
aſſigned them by Providence; that diſcontent, 
pride, ambition, avarice, revenge, envy, no 
longer tortured their minds, and diſtracted their 
conduct ; the happy change would inſtantly 
ſucceed, a final period be put to all cruelties 
and deſolations of war; the weeping eye of 
parental tenderneſs would ceaſe to weep ; the 
deep ſigh, the piercing groan would be heard 


no 
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no more; ſwords and ſpears would be turned 
into utenſils for the preſervation and benefit of 
the humen race ; and peace, welcome as the 
ſecure haven to the failor juſt eſcaped from a 
tempeſtuous ſea, or the dangers of a ſhip- 
wreck, would open its boſom to cheriſh and 
refreſh the weary ſpirits of mankind. We 
then ſeek peace when we ſtudy to be religious; 
when the great precepts of chriſtianity are 
made the reigning principles of our conduct. 
Can light and darkneſs be more repugnant 
than the benevolent ſpirit of the goſpel, to the 
prevailing ſpirit of thoſe men who delight in 
war, and wantonly caſt away the precious 
blood and lives of their fellow-creatures? What 
is it to be holy; but to imitate and reſemble 
God? And what is the diſtinguiſhed excellence 
of his nature, what he has exalted above ail 
his name? God is love, and he that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth in Gad, and God in bim, 1 John 
iv. 16. What! becauſe I am ſeparated from 
a part of the human race, by the thin boun- 
dery that divides one nation from another, do 
all the obligations of kindred and friendſhip 
ceaſe? Hath not God made of one blood all nati- 
ens of men, for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth 9 Can any diſtinctions of kingdoms, or 

viſtance 
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diſtance of abode diſannul the various obliga- 
tions, which rational creatures of the ſame 
original rank, enjoyments and hopes, owe to 
one another? What means this epidemick fu- 
ry ? This laviſh profuſion of the lives of men? 
How fadly does it prove the degeneracy of hu- 
man nature ! Into what a gulf of wickedneſs 
are we fallen! We muſt ariſe from it, if ever 
reſtored to a peaceful and happy ſtate. Reli- 
gion muſtanimate our hearts: Chriſtianity with 
its divine power muſt rectify and re-eſtabliſh 
the broken faculties of the ſoul, in order to the 
world's deliverance from the miſeries under 
which it now groans, and its repoſſeſſion of 
that harmony and tranquility, which will tranſ- 
form the wilderneſs into a fruitful and pleaſant 
field, and make a heaven below. 

2. We ſhould pray for peace. And here 
the object ion before- mentioned receives an eaſy 
and ſatisfactory reply. I earneſtly defire and 
purſue peace, no endeavours in me ſhall be 
wanting towards promoting ſo great and ne- 
ceſſary a bleſſing. But alas! my hands are 
feeble, and by no means correſpond to the 
wiſhes of my heart. When I have laboured 
to the utmoſt to ſtop the torrent, it is in vain ; 
the wicked will do wickedly, the heathen rage, 


and 


[15] 
and the people, the Kings / the Earth, and 
Rulers, imagine a vain thing, ſaying unto God, 
let us break his bands aſunder, and caſt away his 
cords from us. I fit down then with unavail- 
ing tears, I give vp my hopes to the wind, I 
cover my face with a fackcloth of deſpair. 
And is there a real chriſtian that will talk 
at this rate? When every other help fails, 
when a people is reduced to the imminent 
hazard (thanks be to God this is far from 
being yet the cafe, we truſt, with our own 
land,) of a ſhip, which having long weathered 
the ſtorm that ſtill continues to gather black- 
nei, begins to feel itſelf fink, aud the waves 
riting upon it, with an overwhelming flood; 
in theſe circumſtances, with the mariners, 
that people ſhould cry out, © Help Lord.” 
When all other bleiiing: were fed from man- 
kind, hope remained as the cordial drop. 
Prayer is a dictate of nature in diſtreſs: And 
ſhall the good man neglect prayer ? Under the 


influence of a gracious heart, and the ſpirit of 


adoption, with what a liberal freedom, and 
inexpreſſible pleaſure, may we appear before 
God ! And how vaſt is the encouragement to 


addreſs his throne ! Do we not come to him 
as our Father in Heaven, under all our wants, 


per- 
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great importance in the ſubject, that this ſen- 
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perſuaded that he is both able and ready to 
ſupply us ? Into his boſom do we not pour all 
our complaints? And do we ſee the ineſti- 
mable value of peace at this ſeaicn? Can we 
earneſtly ſeek it with the concurrence of our 


beſt endeavours, and not preſent our fervent 


ſupplications to God, that it may be reſtored ? 


But this ſubject will be more fully illuſtrated 


in the ſequel. 


III. I proceed to conſider ſome reaſons and 
arguments to recommend and enforce this di- 
vine meſſage; or ſhew upon what accounts 
we ſhould ſeek peace, and pray unto the Lord 


for it. 


For the explication and proof of this head 
of diſcourſe, let us obſerve, 

(1.) That God is the author of peace. 

Conſider, 

(2.) The vaſt importance of the bleſſing. 

(3.) What reaſon there is to encourage our- 
ſelves that our ſincere prayers will be crowned 
with ſucceſs. 


(1.) God is the author of peace. It is of 


timent ſhould be deeply fixed in our minds, 
and carry with it a ftrong conviction ; and I 
doubt not, but you will enter into { 


of 
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of its evidence and force, by attending to the 
following conſiderations. 

1. The Holy Scriptures clearly aſſert and 
maintain this truth, that God is the author of 
peace. | 

The conduct of God towards the Iſraclites, 
though attended with ſome peculiar circum- 
| ſtances, holds up a glaſs to all nations, in 
which they may read their own ſafety, doom, 
or expectation, Every where in the Old- 
Teſtament this truth mects our eye, and 
powerfully ſtrikes our mind; that their peace, 
and all their proſperity, as a community, was 
to be attributed to God, as its author, and was 
moſt intimately connected with their obedience, 
Hence that divine promiſe, Lev. x xvi, 6. And I 
will give peace in the land, and ye ſhall lie down, 
and none ſhall make you afraid. Hence that 
prayer which they were taught by expreſs di- 
vine eommand, Num. vi. 24, &c. The Lord 
bleſs thee, and rep thee, the Lord make his face 
to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee, the 
Lord lift up bis countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace. The peace that prevailed in the 
days of Solomon 1: refolved into a divine pro- 
miſe given long before that prince aſcended 
the throne, and even before he was born, 

C 1 Chron, 
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1 Chron. xxii. 9. Behold, a Son ſhall be born 
unto thee, and J will give him reſt from all his 
enemies round about, for his name ſhall beSolomon, 
and I will give peace and quietneſs unto iſrael in 
his days. In a long catalogue of bleſſings 
which God had beſtowed upon Sion and Je- 
ruſalem, there is particular mention of this, 
Pfal. cxlvii. 14. He maketh peace in thy borders. 
It would be tedious to enumerate the ſeveral 
paſſages that might be quoted from the Pro- 
phets to clucidate and confirra the fame truth. 
T ſhall only mention one as an example of the 
reſt ; the words of God to the great Cyrus, 
Ifa. xlv. 5, 6, 7. I am the Lord, and there is 
naue iſe, I girded thee tb ib hajt not known 
ue; that they may knew from the rifing of the 
fun and from the weft, that there is none beſides 
me, Tom ihe Lord; IT form the hight and create 
durkneſs, J make peace, and create evil, i. e. 
ſend jud7ments upon a people, I the Lord do 
ail theſe things. I might cloſe the argument 
here, and relt the truth of the propoſition upon 
what has been ſaid; ſince the declaration of 
Cod in his were carries with it an authority 
and proof not to be reſiſted, not to be called 
into queſtion, without the higheſt vanity and 
preſumption. Yet ] hope it will not be an 
unſea- 
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unſeaſonable or unprofitable undertaking briefly 
to ſhew, how Scripture, in this inſtance as 
well as others, agrees with the beſt reaſon of 
mankind. 

2, It is evident that God is the author of 
peace, if we conſider the nice dependences, 
and many unexpected events of war. Mankind 
in their imaginations frequently anticipate the 
triumphs of victory and ſucceſs ; and to account 
for them, ſeldom look beyond the number, 
martial ſtrength, and diſcipline of the combat- 
ants. Now tho' it would be the height of va- 
nity to expect ſucceſs, whilſt the probable 
means, and every conducive exertion of power 
are neglected, yet how often have the power 
and wiſdom of God been obſerved to blaſt 
and confound the ſkill of the deepeſt, and beſt 
concerted meaſures : To ſtrike diſmay into the 
boldeſt heart; to animate the feeble, and give 
ſtrength to them that have no might; ſo that 
five ſhall chace an hundred, and an hundred 
| ſhall put ten thoutand to flight? It is no leſs 
the voice of experience than or Holy Scripture, 
Eccl. ix. 11. That the race is nit 79 the gi, nor 
the battle to the ſtrong. Woe to thoſe that truſt 
in an arm of fleſh ; the ſtrength of the lion, 
the impetuoſitꝝ of the young lion, have proved 
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in vain. In the hour of danger, the heart of 
a hero has trembled as a leaf ſhaken by the 
wind ; his hands have forgot to fight, and the 
battle has been loſt by that very army which 
in thought had already enjoyed the triumph. 
To what ſhall we attribute theſe extraordinary 
emotions and events, upon which the ſucceſs 
of an army, the determination of peace, the 
eſtabliſhment and proſperity of kingdoms de- 
pend ? They muſt have arrived to an extraor- 
dinary degree of ſcepticiſm, who do not in 
ſuch caſes perceive and allow the interpoſition 
of Providence, the ruling hand of God. 

If the world, as it certainly 1s, be under 
the management and controul of the Almighty, 
if the affairs of mankind are eſpecially ſubject 
to his care and dominion, and he giveth vic- 
tory and fucceſs to whomſoever he pleaſeth ; 
it follows, that he is to be acknowledged, in 
a peculiar manner, as the God that giveth 
peace. Since peace is ſo nearly connected with 
the events and ſucceſs of war; he who orders 
and crowns the one, muſt determine and ac- 
compliſh the other: Or can it be thought, that 
the hand which is fo conſpicuous in the con- 
duct and iſſues of war, will not have a regard 
to the great end, in the eſtabliſhment of a 


Peace 
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peace ſubſervient to the wiſe ſchemes of his 
Providence? And whither does this comfort- 
able doctrine lead us? You ſee that the further 
we enter into it, the further we advance into 
the argument for fervent prayer to God ; 
that he who alone can, would in his boundleſs 
compaſſion ſend peace upon the earth. 

3. It further appears that God is the author 
of peace, if we conſider his influence and 
dominion over the human mind. The ſame 
glorious Jehovah who preſides over and governs 
the material world, has an immediate acceſs 
to the minds of men, and manages and turns 
them as the rivulets of water. If we conſider 
what a multitude of thoughts ſhall come un- 
called and unforeſeen ; how ſwiftly and ſud- 
denly without deſign, and even againſt our 
will, they ſhall dart from object to object; 
what a trifling incident will ſometimes intro- 
duce a train of ideas with which are connected 
events of the laſt conſequence to our own com- 

fort, and the happineſs of thoſe around us; 
that what at firſt appeared but a ſpark, ſhall 
riſe up to a flame, which ſhall either burn and 
conſume, or enlighten, fave and cherith a great 
part of the world : Can we fail to conclude 
that God is within over-ruling the mind? And 
in 
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in what inſtance does this influence and dite&ion 
more remarkably appear than in the thoughts 
that guide and give efficacy to the conduct 
and events of war? than in the infatuation or 
ſucceſs of counſel ? the riſe, the rebuke or re- 
volution of great enterprizes? And effecting 
an end ſo contrary to the plan and efforts of 
the nobleſt genius, and the moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectation of princes; who whilſt they have 
ſaid © we are gods,” have been proving them- 
ſelves the weakeſt of men? 

The divine power which rules and directs 
the operations of war, over-rules thoſe of peace. 
The thoughts of princes are in the hands of 
the Lord, and as he ſtirs them up to war to 
be miniſters of his juſtice and wrath to a fin- 
ful people ; ſo he appoints the limits which 
they cannot puſs, and ſays to them as to the 
proud waves of the fea, hitherto ſcall ye come, 
and no furiher, When the deſigns of his juſ- 
tice are anſwered, he will give peace: And in 
proportion to the fincerity and ſervour with 
which a people ſeek peace and implore it of 
the Almighty, there is reaſon to belicve that 
time 1s near, in which he will be the favourable 
to them, and grant the deſires of their ſouls, 
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4. The nature of the bleſſing of peace, 
proves that God is the author of it. It is a 
principle from which we ſhould never depart, 

hat Ged is the author of every good and perfect 
gift, a principle ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by an 
attention to the nature and operations of the 
world around us, and the infallible teſtimony 
of the Holy Scriptures. 
We are indebted to God for every bleſſing, 
for food and raiment : That hand alone which 
gave us exiſtence, has upheld our being, ſup- 
ported every power, and furniſhed every ad- 
vantage thro' the ſucceeding years of our lives 
to the preſent hour. 

The ſan has ſhined, the rain deſcended, the 
earth been fruitful; we have had bread, and 
our bread has nouriſhed us: Amidſt ten thou- 
ſand nice dependences, the harmony of our 
frame, and the breath of our noſtrils, have been 
continued. Can we aſcribe this to any thing 
but the good providence of God, which never 
deſerted us for a ſingle moment? It is evident 
that we cannot. And ſhall we then exclude 
God from being the author of peace ? Shall 
the divine care intereſt itſelf in every other 
caſe, and yet be unconcerned in this weightieſt 
of all matters; the happineſs of his people ; 
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the happineſs of the world ; the glory of his 
name. J 

This leads me further to evince the import- 
ance of ſeeking peace, and praying unto the 
Lord for it, 

(2.) From the importance of the bleſſing 
itſelf. It will appea rexceedingly important, if 
we conſider, 

1. The dreadful judgment and many cala - 
mities of war in general. The ſword once 
drawn, what troops of mortal evils may inter- 
vene, before it is returned into its ſheath ! Peace 


was numbered amongſt the greateſt bleſſings 
that God promiſed to the Iſraelites, in the land 


of Canaan, upon condition of their obedience ; 
and its importance cannot appear in a ſtronger 
light, than by repreſenting on the other hand, 
as the contraſt, the dreadful ravages and many 


_ evils of war: The terror and diſmiy which 


then ſeize the minds of men; the throbs of 
a parent's heart; the fad long parting farewel 
of friends and relatives dear; the tedious mar- 
ches; the acute ſenſation of hunger and thirſt, 
amidſt endleſs toil and fatigue ; the coarſeſt 
food dealt forth with a penurious hand, when 


the ſcraps of a beggar would be conſidered as 


a banquet ; the deep and ghaſtly wounds; the 
groans 


; 
| 
; 


[ 25 ] 
groans of the wounded, ſufficient to pierce the 
nether milſtone ; the flowers of life, the glo- 
ries of this world cut down, untimely and ſud- 
denly cut down, levelled with the duſt, O how 
changed ! breathleſs carcaſes, and pale unleſs 


deluged in their own blood ! while the reſt 


of the world is no idle ſpectator, thrones and 
kingdoms totter, and princes tremble for their 
ſafety ; the people ſore afraid leaſt the violent 
hands of rapine—leaft every thing dear to 
them in the world ſhould be rent away! their 
liberties ! eſtates! religion itſel ? and they 
ſhould become the ſlaves of ſom: iniulting ar- 
bitrary tyrant, whoſe tender mercies are cruel ! 
Should I repreſent the calamities incident to 
thoſe places that are the ſeat of war; the ma- 
ny cruel hardihips of the inhabitants, who 
it may be are quite innocent of that war 
thro' which they arc ſuffering the loſs of all 
things need not enter further into the ſcene, 
your own imaginations anticipate enough: But 
ſurely his heart muſt be ſealed againſt all the 
tender affections of kindneſs and humarity, 
it muſt be harder than the rock itſelf, that 
does not feel ſtrongly for theſe too common 
inſtances of human miſery, that does not 
D earneſtly 
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earneſtly deprecate, and, to the beſt of his 
power, endeavour to prevent ſo awful a judg- 
ment as that of war, that does not ſeek peace, 
and pray unto the Lord for it, as an ineſtima- 
ble and a univerſal bleſſing to mankind. 

Let us, 

2. Conſider the peculiar calamities that at- 
tend the preſent war. It is a fire that rages 
with an unuſual fervbur through the provinces 
of many diſtant nations; but in Germany 
how does it flame indeed ! what numbers have 
been already conſumed ! what valiant men 
have fallen ! what armies been ſhorn of their 
ſtrength and glory! That ſun which in the 
morning beheld mighty hoſts, bright in arms, 
terrible with banners, has before it ſet, be- 
held them ſcattered in flight, diſarmed and 
ſmeared in the duſt, or groaning in death; 
and the whole field has been an aceldema. 
Was it ever known that princes were more 
| intenſely bent upon each others deſtruction, 
or that a war was maintained with a more ob- 
ſtinate firmneſs, a more avowed reſolution to 
extirpate and make a full end, than this, 
which is maintained by the unnatural and 
mighty confederacy againſt the king of 
Pruſſia? Hardly have we ſeen a pauſe in war 

our 
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our blood runs cold at the thought! what the 
ſummer cannot atchieve, the winter muſt 
and though all nature invites to reſt, and the 
cold damps, or the congealing atmoſphere warn 
us to ſhelter ourſelves under the roof of a 
warm and comfortable habitation; the war is 
maintained, and the ſoldier vies with the in- 
clemencies of the ſeaſon, urged by the love 
of fame, of his prince, of his country; urged 
by a thouſand motives, to conquer or to die. 
Of theſe motives indeed the love of peace it- 
ſelf may be reckoned, perhaps the principal. 
For what is it that ſupports the ſpirits of the 
ſoldiery under all the hardſhips and dangers 
of war? It is the proſpect of peace, the 
thought that peace is near; the ſound is muſic 
to their ears, and fills their ſouls with unut- 
terable joy; as expreſſed in a private letter, 
* It is like the pleaſant and muſical voice of 
« a bird to a man loſt in a wilderneſs.” 
Peace, peace is the word, the ſound of which 
is as life from the dead, and has a ſtrange ſo- 
vereign power, to ſoften all the toils of the 
moſt difficult warfare, to huſh every com- 
plaint, to elate every heart with a joyful con- 
fidence, and an unwearied courage. And 
ſhall we be ſilent in our regard to peace? Shall 
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it not be the wiſh of our hearts? Shall we not 
ſeck it, and pray for it with an importunity 
equal to the importance of the bleſſing ? Was 
it ever more defirable than now, to give reſt to 
the world, and revive and comfort the ſpirits 
of mankind ? But enough of the calamities 
of war, I deſiſt; I ſhould be ſorry to offer 
any thing that ſhould in the leaſt diſcourage 
my countrymen, who are ready to contribute 
their utmoſt for maintaining that juſt and 
honourable war in which we are engaged ; the 
cauſe of liberty, of truth, of religion, and 
therefore the cauſe of God. A cauſe in which 
the glory of his great name, the civil and re- 
ligious liberties of Europe, the proteſtant in- 
_ tereſt, the purity of the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
the peace and falvation of the ſouls of men, 
as well as their external proſperity, are deeply 
concerned, and intimately united. Yet from 
hence we infer the importance of peace, that 
theſe great ends and benefits may be inviolably 
ſecured, which by the uncertainties of war, 
are expoſed to imminent danger. And the 
more we 1-2 and are convinced of the de- 
ſtructive ſchemes of the enemy, and the miſ- 
chiet that is like to enſue from the progreſs 
of the war, with the more lively ſpirit of 

devotion 
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devotion ſhould our prayers be animated, 
that we, and our proteſtant allies, may be 
bleſſed with peace. 

'3. Imagine what a happy change would 
follow an equitable peace. The preſent ca- 
lamities of war greatly aſſiſt our ideas and 
proſpects of the delightful ſcenes which peace 
would ſpeedily introduce into many provinces 
and kingdoms of the world. The induſtrious 
huſbandman, with what incredible pleaſure 
would he then return to his labour, and cul- 
tivate the lands which have long been ren- 
dered a deſart, by the ravages of numerous 
armies! Before them is the garden of Eden, 
and behind them a deſolate wilderneſs. 

The return of peace would ſpeedily reſtore 
the happy ancient ſtate ; ſo that the wilderneſs 
would become a fruitful field, and the fruit- 
ful field as the garden of God. Then com- 
merce ſhall revive; there ſhall be no longer 
occaſion to conceal its treaſures from the ra- 
pacious hands of a foe. The friendſhip of 
neighbouring ſtates and kingdoms would ſoon 
raiſe a mutual confidence; innumerable bene- 
volent offices would circulate ; and, like the 
meandering ſtreams of a river that runs 
through a large extent of country, bringing 
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its riches with it, and bountifully diſperſing 
chem in all its paſſage, would the fruits of 
commerce enrich mankind. Peace is the 
tender nurſe of the arts and ſciences ; theſe 
love a peaceful habitation, they abhor the 
confufions and clamours of war, they hang 
their head, and cover themſelves with ſack- 
cloth, under the deepeſt diſcouragement and 
diſmay, while deſtitute of the protection of 
the gentle and powerful arm of peace. They 
can no longer exert themſelves with freedom 
and pleaſure. Let peace their genuine pa- 
tron return, then they ſmile, then they 
triumph. 

Do we ſpeak of religion, the glory of the 
human nature, the end of all God's diſpenſa- 
tions to the children of men, the ſum of 
their hopes, and conſummation of their feli- 
city? the religion of Jeſus? what a blefling ! 
and it is intimately connected with peace. 
Often has religion been driven into a corner 
by the reſiſtleſs force of cruel and enraged 
hoſtilities, or lain bleeding at the altar. 
Peace is favourable to liberty in general, eſpe- 
cially to liberty of conſcience; it opens an 
opportunity for free enquiry, it has a tendency 
to ſoften, to civilize, to refine the hearts and 
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manners of mankind, and to unite them in 
every important inter2ſt, from the beſt of prin- 
ciples, a principle of love. 

This nation has reaſon to adore the diſtin- 
guiſhed goodneſs of God; we have heard the 
ſound of the trumpet, but it was at a diſtance ; 
we have not ſeen garments rolled in blood. 
No hoſtile forces have ſeized our borders, and 
through all this deſtructive war, we ſeem to 
have enjoyed all the advantages of a profound 
peace. Happy the people that are in ſuch a caſe, 
yea thrice happy the people whoſe God is the 
Lord ! But in the mean time ſhall we not feel 
for the calamities of our hrethren abroad ? for 
the hard appointments of our dear country- 
men, who fight our battles for us, and expoſe 
their lives upon the high places of the field ? 
for our proteitant allies? for the honour of 
God? for the intereſt of his kingdom of 
righteouſneſs and truth, and the proſperity 
and felicity of the human race ? For their ſake 
let us earneſtly ſeek peace, and pray unto the 
Lord for it ; for in the peace of the earth 
ſhall the inhabitants thereof have peace. 

And further, to animate us to this diſpoſiti- 
on, to ſeek and pray for peace, petinit me to 
add, 
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(3) What reaſon there is to believe, that 
our fincere prayers will be crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs. 

Suffer me to ſpeak with freedom. This 
expenſive and bloody war, why has it con- 
tinucd ſo long? Is there not a cauſe ? Do 
we not ſee? Do we not feel it? Are we 
guilty ? Let us then admit the charge. I 
aſk you, I aſk myſelf, have we cultivated 
the duty which I have deduced from the 
text? Have we fincerely deſired, and as ear- 
neſtly prayed for the return of peace, lifting 
up holy hearts with our hands to God in the 
heavens? Was there a more general concur- 
rence of good men in this caſe, a bleſſing and 
every deſirable ſucceſs might aſſuredly be ex- 
pected. Do we not know that the hearts of 
princes are in the hands of the Lord? And 
what influence might not our fincere united 
prayers have to ſecure the concurrence of his 
divine ſpirit to ſoften their obdurate hearts, and 
to direct their affections to this grand and ne- 


ceſſary object, peace? Peace is deferred, becauſe 


it may be, we are not yet prepared for the 
bleſſing. We are not yet ſufficiently humbled 
for our ſins, not enough ſenſible of the im- 
portance of God's favour, nor earneſt and im- 
portunate as we ought to be in our ſupplicati- 
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ons and addreſſes to his throne. What avails 
peace ! if our hearts remain impenitent, eſ- 
tranged from God and his ſervice ? It is the 
ſanctified enjoyment that renders it a bleſſing: 
And we ſeek and pray for we know not what, 
unleſs with peace we are moſt ſolicitous to ſe- 
cure all its precious and delightful fruits ; {6 
that being delivered from the hands of all our 
enemies we may ſerve God in righteouſneſs and ho- 

lineſs before him all the days of our lives. 
And was this a more prevailing diſpoſition, 
I repeat it, I am fully perſuaded that peace 
would ſpeedily return; for beſides it being in 
a good meaſure a natural conſequence, the fa- 
vour of God would ſecure it to us, and the 
reſt of the world: The prayers of a righteous 
man avail much.—Shall Sodom be deſtroyed ? 
No, if only ten righteous men be found in it. 
All the preceding reaſons and arguments I have 
laid before you are ſo many proofs, that if in 
ſincerity we ſeek peace and pray for it, we 
may maintain a joyful confidence that the olive 
branch ſhall prevail over all the trees of the foreſt, 
and extend its refreſhing ſhade to the four quar- 
ters of the earth. Is there not all poſſible en- 
couragement to pray to God for peace, fince he 
E alone 
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alone does, and can give it; and by the decla- 
rations of his word, and the courſe of his pro- 
vidence in the affairs of war; by his influential 
dominion over the minds of men, and the na- 
ture of the blefling implored, has laid a firm 
ground for our humble application to his 
throne, with a chearful hope that our pray- 
ers ſhall aſcend before him, with favour and 
acceptance? When we further confider the 
dreadful judgment of war in general ; the pe- 
culiar calamities attending the preſent war ; 
and the delightful and glorious proſpect of a 
new earth (if I may ſo ſpeak) and a new hea- 
ven, that would ſpeedily ariſe and introduce 
the long withed for time of refrethment from 
the preſence of the Lord, from all which we 
muſt in the ſtrongeſt light imaginable, behold 
the importance of peace ; O, what a devout 
fervour ſhould animate all our prayers! How 
thould we wreſtle that we may prevail ! and 
that God, even our own God, may delight over 
us to bleſs us !-—And now, though I muſt 
haſten to conclude ; there is a thought which 
naturally ariſes from the ſubject, and which it 
is not eaſy to ſuppreſs. We look for a day, 
and the expreſs promiſes of God warrant the 
_ expectation ; when all the waſtes of war ſhall 

be 
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be no more; when ſavage beaſts and mote 
favage men ſhall no longer tear up the vine- 
yard of the Lord of Hoſt, or hurt and deſtroy 
in all God's holy mountain : For as beautifully 
deſcribed by the prophet, Iſa xi. 6. The wolf 
alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
ſhall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion, and the fatling together, and a 
little child ſhall lead them, Then ſhall ſwords 
be beat into plow-ſhares, and ſpears into prun- 
ing hooks ; and thereby the deſolated earth be 
cultivated and renewed, that men may enjoy 


the good of their labour all the days of their 
life. 

And with this peace, we hope and believe 
that righteouſneſs ſhall flouriſh, righteouſneſs 
which alone can render peace fo valuable and 
important. In theſe days ſhall the Mefliah 
reign, with a more glorious triumph of his 
grace, in the hearts and lives of mankind ; he 
ſhall ſee his ſeed, and the pleaſure of the Lord 
ſhall proſper in his hands. His houſe ſhall be 
exalted above the top of the mountains, his 
knowledge cover the earth as the waters the 
ſea, his kingdom prevail and flouriſh over every 
oppoſition, as an univerſal. kingdom of righte- 

ouſneſs, truth, and peace. 
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The tabernacle of God ſhall be with men; 
and his glory ſhine, from the eaſt to the weſt, 
with a bright and chearing luſtre exceeding 
that of the ſun ; and all nations ſhall come to 
his ſeat, and bow before his throne, and princes 
ſhall bring incenſe, and pour forth their offer- 
ings in his preſence ; they ſhall join themſelves 
to the Lord in an everlaſting covenant. What 
an exalting idea! O let us pray that God may 
haſten this moſt deſirable event! that he would 
ariſe, aſſert and maintain his own cauſe, and 
not ceaſe to interpoſe until judgment be ſet 
upon the earth, and righteouſneſs ſpring up in 
all nations ! that he would ſpeedily accompliſh 
the promiſes of his word ! reſcue his degene- 
rate creatures from the bondage and wretched- 
neſs in which they are now involved ! reſtore 
them to the true dignity and happineſs of their 
nature! and vindicate them to all the privi- 
leges of the children of his family ! that he 
would give greater ſucceſs to the glorious cauſe 
of the everlaſting goſpel, by a more plentiful 
effuſion of the ſpirit ! and open a way for its 
ſpread through thoſe provinces of the earth 
that are now covered with thick darkneſs, and 
enſlaved to idolatry, ſuperſtition, and vice 

that 
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that it may every where have free courſe, 
and be greatly glorified, and that the whole 
earth may ſee, and rejoice in its own falvation |! 
Eſpecially let us pray, that we the people cf 
this land, that we ourſelves long favoured, and 
exalted even to heaven with privileges, may 
walk worthy of them, in a humble thankful 
acknowledgement of God's diſtinguiſhed good- 
neſs to us; in a chearful ſubmiſſion to all the 
intimations and declarations of his will ; in 
a ſteady invariable attachment to his intereſt 
and glory, and the proſecution of every good 
purpoſe and object that may conduce to the 
peace and welfare of each other, and anſwer 
the noble ends of creation and redemption, 
in the general peace and happineſs of mankind. 
And particularly let us pour out our hearts be- 
fore God, that he would now be pleaſed to 
ſend peace upon the earth, accompanied with 
a revival of virtue and true religion, as the 
ſure and delightful earneſt of that univerſal 
righteouſneſs and peace, which ſhall obtain 
under that more glorious reign of the Meſſiah 
which we have juſt now faintly deſcribed. 
The bright pledge of heaven itſelf ; the full- 
neſs of joy; the perfect friendſhip and holi- 

neſs, 
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neſs, the ineffable glory to be enjoyed through 
all ages, by all the ſpirits of the juſt, in the 
kingdom and preſence of God above. 

And let us with one heart and voice addreſs 
God in ſuch language as this : 

« Almighty God, and everlaſting Father, 
ic thou art infinitely exalted, thou art the un- 
« rivalled ſovereign of the univerſe, and the 
« moſt wiſe diſpoſer of all events. The Lord 
te reigneth, let the earth rejoice, let the mul- 
« titude of the iſles be glad. We fall proſtrate 
e before thee; we yield up ourſelves to the 
0 authority of thy laws, which we ſincerely 
« approve as perfectly holy, juſt and good. 
« With thee alone is might, and wiſdom, 
c and counſel, and every bleſſing in heaven 


and upon earth, and thou ruleſt over all, 


« extending thine influence and authority 
* to the hearts of men, and directing their 
c aCtions in ſuch a manner as to promote thine 
% own glory. 


** Fer yet the battle is kindled, or the 


« (word is drawn, thou ſeeſt the end from 
« the beginning; thou ordaineſt the event, 
* from thee cometh the victory. Scatter thou 
the people that delight in war, but them 
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that delight in peace, bleſs, O bleſs abun- 


« dantly. Diſpoſe thou the minds of princes 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


to a chearful concurrence with every mea- 
ſure by which ſo great a bleſſing may 
be produced and eſtabliſhed. That wrath 
of men which yet remains, O Lord! re- 
ſtrain ; or if thou permitteſt it to rage, let it 
praiſe thy name. 

*© Bleſs the king's perſon, his councils, and 
his arms. We do not chiefly truſt in 
princes, but in thee the Lord of Hoſts. Let 
us live, let our country live to enjoy the 
good things, which with fervent hearts we 
have this day beſought the Lord our God 
to beftow. Put an end, a ſpeedy end, to 
all the calamities of war ; to us and to the 
diſtreſſed nations, return, thou God of 
peace ! With peace reſtored, let religion 
revive, Let the wicked confeſs their 
crimes, lament them in floods of tears, 
and forſake them Let all hearts over- 
flow with pious gratitude, let all men in 
their lives expreſs the high praiſes of God 
and the Lamb. May all men receive and 
act by the rules of the goſpel of peace; 


may the triumphs of that goſpel be uni- 
| © verſal; 
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« verſal; may the peace of God which 
«« paſſeth all underſtanding, fill our hearts, 
«© and the hearts of all mankind ; and in the 
«© world of perfect peace, may we all dwell 
© Frith thee, O Lord, for ever.” Amen. 


H Y M N, 


By the Rev. Mr. G RIGG. 


I. 


RITAIN has taught her ſoul to (mart 
This day, bat heaven is kind; 
Britain, thy heart, thy broken heart, 
Hopes gentle hand ſhall bind. 


II. 


Sweet realm! and ſweeter from the thought, 
What diſtant lands endure ! 

This felt my country as ſhe ought, 
My country's bliſs were ſure. 


0 III. 
What hands that once the beggar bleſt, 


Now beg from door to door; 


What eyes that once could take their reſt, 
Muſt think of reſt no more! 
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IV. 


O'er the ſnatch'd friend, the waſted land, 
The tear eternal flows ! 


May heaven dire& ſome happy hand 
To mitigate their woes 


V. 
Sweet realm! on diſtant ſhores and ſeas, 


She ſees her arms ſucceed ; | 
But tits at home, and fits at caſe, 


Her own Gazettes to read. 


VI. 


She ſits and reads that page divine, 
Delighted ſtill and ſtill; 

Still Britain teach thy face to ſhine 
At Calvary's holy hill. 


VII. 


Sweet realm! if all her bliſs ſhe knew, 
Like Eden would ſhe ſmile ; 

I wonder where that Eden grew ! 

Sure twas this choſen Ifle ! 

VIII. 
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VIII. 


t here, 
but that bleſt momen 
* heaven has ſworn to ſend, 


d every ſpear, 
When every ſword, and every 


Shall in the plough-ſhare end ! 
IX. 


Bleſt moment l fly thou * time, 

Which millions long to ſee 3 
When Calvary every — 1 
And Jeſus ſhine like thee. 


THE EN D. 


